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The title is a blend of the titles of both lectures that JC Smuts gave to the British 
Association: “Science from the South African Point of View” (address to the British 
Association for the Advancement of Science on July 6, 1925) and “The Scientific World-
Picture of Today” (address to the British Association for the Advancement of Science in 
its centenary year, 1931/1932, as its president). Both lectures are transcribed in his book 
“Towards a better world”. I want to explore all this with 81 years of hindsight, and with our 
present knowledge of Smuts as a politician and a holistic natural scientist. 
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